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P R E F A C E 
 

 want you to imagine with me for just a moment a 
time where every struggle, every tear, every ounce 
of pain, every death, every act of evil, and every 

seemingly meaningless event that has ever taken place in 
your life and in this world finally finds purpose.  As you 
read this book, you are likely reminded of traumatic 
events, such as deaths and illnesses, that have left you 
asking that all too familiar question, “Why God, why?”  
Thankfully, God has a message of hope for you that 
describes a time in which everything that we have not 
understood finds meaning and worth.  I am talking 
about one of the greatest hopes for the believer—the 
second coming of Jesus Christ. 

Revelation 19 describes “the most thrilling 
event in all of human history.  It will be that moment in 
time when our Lord Jesus Christ returns to this earth in 
power and great glory to set up His kingdom that will 
last 1000 years, the final event prior to the new heavens 
and the new earth in eternity.  From a prophetic 
standpoint, it will be the culmination of all prophecy.  
At least 325 prophecies of Christ’s second coming 
guarantee it will take place, and this event will usher in 
the most ideal conditions on earth since the Garden of 
Eden.”1 This event is what Paul—in Titus 2:13—calls 
the “glorious appearing” of Jesus Christ, 

I 



 

x 

and because of the specific content of the passage, it is 
what I am calling The Sweetest Names I Know. 

It needs to be understood that the second 
coming of Jesus Christ is not the same as what we call 
the “rapture,” or more literally, the “catching up.”  The 
rapture is when believers—both dead and alive—meet 
Jesus in the air and the second coming is when Jesus, 
with these believers, meets those who remain on the 
earth.  The rapture happens prior to the Great 
Tribulation and the second coming happens after it.  
The rapture has more to do with heaven and the second 
coming has more to do with earth.  Paul refers to the 
rapture as our “blessed hope,” and the second coming 
as the “glorious appearing” (Titus 2:13).  Jesus doesn’t 
come back during the rapture—He brings us to Him. 

It is in this respect that we consider Revelation 
19:11-16: 

 
11And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, 
and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and 
in righteousness He judges and wages war. 
12His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are 
many diadems; and He has a name written on Him 
which no one knows except Himself. 
13He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His 
name is called The Word of God. 



 

xi 

 14And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine 
linen, white and clean, were following Him on white 
horses. 
15From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it 
He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them 
with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the 
fierce wrath of God, the Almighty. 
16And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name 
written, "KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF 
LORDS."2 
 
This is one of the most incredible passages in all 

of Scripture.  First, it gives an explicit picture of one of 
the greatest hopes for the believer.  Second, it describes 
the believer’s part in the event.  Last—and certainly not 
least—it gives four insightful names of Jesus which 
inspired the name and theme of this book.  In my 
estimation, these are four of the sweetest names that 
you will ever know. 
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CHAPTER 1 
 

FAITHFUL AND TRUE 
 

And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, 
and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and 
in righteousness He judges and wages war.” 

 
Revelation 19:11 

 
 

 
hough it seems trivial, the first word “and” in 
Revelation 19:11 is of utmost importance.  In 
other translations, the word reads “then.”3 This 

is a word that concerns sequence, and therefore 
prompts the reader to consider the sequence of events 
that have led to this long-awaited event.   

There are two contexts to consider—the 
immediate (surrounding) context and the Scriptural-
historical (entire Bible) context.  The immediate context 
is found in verses 1-10 of Revelation 19. 
 
 
The Immediate Context 
 

The first six verses of Revelation 19 are what 
most call the “Hallelujah Choruses.”  This name is 

“ 

T 
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derived from at least four times in the six verses in 
which a multitude in heaven exclaims “Hallelujah:” (1) 
“Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our 
God”; (2) “Hallelujah! Her (the great harlot Babylon) 
smoke rises up forever and ever”; (3) And the twenty-
four elders and the four living creatures fell down and 
worshiped God who sits on the throne saying, ‘Amen.  
Hallelujah!’”; (4) Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the 
Almighty, reigns.”4 
 The second portion of our immediate context is 
verses seven through ten and is described as the 
“marriage supper of the Lamb.”   This is not to be 
confused with the actual marriage to the Lamb, which 
takes place at the rapture.  The church here is already 
the bride of the Lamb.  This is not the wedding union 
but the wedding feast, celebrating the union.  Jesus 
attended such a feast in John 2:1-2 in Cana. 

There are two groups mentioned here that 
partake of the supper besides the Lord Himself—the 
“bride” in verse seven and “those who are invited” in 
verse nine.  The “bride” is the church and “those who 
are invited” are the saints of the past and future ages. 
Verse nine reads, “Blessed are those who are invited to 
the marriage supper of the Lamb.”  The bride does not 
have to be invited to the feast, for she is already part of 
it.  In this context, it is because we have already been 
raptured and are in heaven with the Lord.   
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The concluding phrase of verse 10 is most 
significant.  John is overwhelmed that he and his 
ancestors are invited to such an incredible event that the 
text says he “fell at his feet to worship [the angel].”  The 
angel says “Do not do that; I am a fellow servant; worship God.  
For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”   

The angel’s statement here means that 
“prophecy at its very heart is designed to unfold the 
beauty and loveliness of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  In the present age, therefore, the Spirit of God 
is not only to glorify Christ but to show believers things 
to come as they relate to His person and majesty.  Christ 
is not only the major theme of the Scriptures but also 
the central theme of prophecy.”5  

What we now have in Revelation 19 is the 
culmination of not only the book of Revelation, but the 
glorious focus of Scripture and all prior events in this 
world.  This is why this passage is so incredible!  It is 
almost as if everything else in history is introductory to 
this future event. 
 
 
The Scriptural-Historical Context 
 

While this is the immediate context of 
Revelation 19:11-16, there is also an important 
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Scriptural-historical context found throughout the rest 
of the Bible.  This is seen in passages such as Matthew 
24:29 which says,  

 
“But immediately after the tribulation of those 
days THE SUN WILL BE DARKENED, 
AND THE MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS 
LIGHT, AND THE STARS WILL FALL from 
the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.”  

 
And in Matthew 24:27 which reads,  
 

“For just as the lightning comes from the east and flashes 
even to the west, so will the coming of the Son of Man 
be”; and Job 19:25 which says “As for me, I know 
that my Redeemer lives, and at the last He will take 
His stand on the earth.”   
 
These are but a couple of the over 300 

prophecies concerning the second coming of Jesus 
Christ.  His testimony is truly the “spirit of prophecy,” 
for every prophecy pushes toward this event.  
Everything after this word “and” or “then” is a 
“recessional” of the marriage supper of the Lamb. 
 
 
Heaven is Opened 

 
After the events of Revelation 19:1-10, John 

says that he saw “heaven opened.”  This is arguably one 
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of the most beautiful pictures in all of Scripture.  For 
something to be opened, however, it must first be 
closed, and therefore, we must ask the question as to 
why heaven is closed.  The simple answer to this 
question is “sin.”   

The book of Genesis tells us that on the sixth 
day of creation, God “made man in His own image” 
(Genesis 1:26).  By chapter three, man had sinned 
against God, disobeying His direct command about the 
Tree of Knowledge.  Prior to God judging that sin, the 
Scriptures tell us that God used to “walk in the garden 
in the cool of the day” (Genesis 3:8).  This is a picture 
of an open heaven.  We further read that God called out 
to man saying, “Where are you?” (Genesis 3:9) He of 
course knew where Adam was and that he had sinned.  
Consequently, He excommunicated them from the 
Garden, that “heaven on earth.”   

Since that day, heaven has been closed up.  
What we are reading here is the glorious fact that it has 
been reopened. 

 
 

A White Horse and its Rider 
 
When John saw heaven opened, he immediately 

saw a white horse and its rider.  I am personally terrified 
of horses, but I must say that this one excites me!   
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This white horse is a far cry from the humble 
donkey that Christ rode on Palm Sunday.  During 
Christ’s first coming, He came in humiliation, rejection, 
in suffering, and to die.  In His second return, He 
comes triumphantly, gloriously, in power, in sovereignty 
and with dominion.  The donkey represented the tone 
of Christ’s first coming well.  Zechariah summarized it 
in his prophecy in 9:9 when he wrote:  

 
“Behold, your king is coming to you; He is just and 
endowed with salvation, humble, and mounted on a 
donkey.”  
 
The mention here of the white horse and its 

rider portrays a scene that is an allusion to the ancient 
Roman triumph.  “The Roman Triumph was the highest 
honor that could be bestowed on a victorious Roman 
general. It came from a Greek word that referred to a 
public and triumphal procession. The procession was a 
parade up the Via Sacra—the main street of Rome—
that led from the Forum to the temple of Jupiter which 
lay on the Capitoline Hill. The General was mounted on 
a white horse which was the symbol of a victorious 
triumph in the field over the enemies of the nation. First 
came the spoils of war which were eventually given to 
the general’s army and friends. Next came the captives 
who had been defeated and captured in battle, disarmed 
and in chains. Then came the General on his white 
horse followed by his family,    
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friends, and his army. Later the prisoners were often 
executed by the soldiers, often one on one until they 
were all executed.”6 

Like the Roman general who boasts in his 
triumph, so is the Lord who rides down from the 
heavens in victory, executing righteousness. 

Finally, we can understand the context of our 
first name this morning.  After a hallelujah chorus, and 
after the invitations to the marriage supper are 
completed, and after all of the guests have arrived, and 
after the angel affirms the testimony of Jesus as the 
spirit of prophecy, heaven is opened and a Rider is seen 
on a white horse.  Seeing this, John says that His name 
is “Faithful and True.” 
 

 
The Sweet Name of Faithful and True 

 
Two of my favorite words in all of the English 

language are “faithful” and “true,” not for any reason 
except that God has given them a valuable meaning.   

First, our God is a faithful God.  He has never 
made a promise that He did not, or will not, keep.  In 
fact, the word “faithful” here is often used to describe a 
person who shows himself as faithful in business 
transactions, meaning that it is good to do business with 
this person.7 
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When I was a kid, my parents owned a flea-
market shop at First Monday in Canton.  At the time, I 
collected everything that was basketball.  After scouting 
the grounds for hours, I finally came across a shop that 
was nothing but sports memorabilia, most of which was 
basketball.  I devoted all of my monthly earnings to 
purchasing NBA memorabilia from this shop.  After a 
few months, I became friends with the shop owners and 
I knew that I could trust them in our transactions. It 
was this trust that caused me to seek them out and do 
business with them each month. 

Likewise, the message here is that God is always 
faithful in His “business transactions” or in His 
promises to His people.  This is evident throughout the 
course of Scripture. 

In Genesis, even after they were past their child-
bearing years, God opened Sarah’s womb in order to 
provide her and Abraham with the son that He had 
promised them.  A few chapters later, He promised 
Joseph that all of his brothers and his father would 
eventually bow down to him.  Even after some unlikely 
events enslaved Joseph to Midianite traders and placed 
him as a prisoner in Egypt, God still made sure that His 
promise was fulfilled.  Moreover, after forty years in the 
wilderness and after an entire generation had passed 
away, God remained true to His promise to give the 
Israelites a land flowing with milk and honey. Even 
though they were slaves in a foreign
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land and Egypt’s Pharaoh had fought tooth and nail to 
keep them from ever leaving, God remained faithful. 

God keeps His promises and He will keep it 
here in Revelation 19 when Jesus returns to the earth:  

 
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky?  
This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, 
will come in just the same way as you have watched Him 
go into heaven.” 

 
Acts 1:11 

 
Our God is also a true God.  The word “true” 

here is not a word of resemblance, but one of real 
nature.  When John calls this Rider “True,” he means 
that He is the “real deal.”  This is a reference to the fact 
that while every Old Testament Law and many Old 
Testament prophets, priests, and kings may have 
represented Jesus—or were types or foreshadows of 
Him—this Rider is the real Jesus! 

Consider the white horse again for just a 
moment.  It is interesting to note that there are only two 
places in all of Scripture that mention a white horse.  
The first is obviously in Revelation 19, and the second is 
in Revelation 6:2—the white horse of the Antichrist, 
that false prophet that will deceive the nations.   
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As opposed to the Antichrist, Jesus is the true 
Christ, and when He comes back on His white horse, 
He will be riding in power, in style, in victory, and in 
authority. In this moment, the verse will ring true that 
“He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of 
Christ Jesus” (Philippians 1:6).   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

23 

CHAPTER 2 
 

THE UNKNOWN NAME 
 

His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are 
many diadems; and He has a name written on Him 
which no one knows except Himself.” 
 

Revelation 19:12 
 

 
 

he first name for Jesus is Faithful and True, and 
the second name is, well, we don’t know what it 
is. Before we talk about this unknown name, 

however, we must consider the two descriptions of 
Jesus surrounding this name—“flaming eyes” and “a 
head of diadems.”   

Even though we may not know what this name 
is, we can arguably get a pretty good idea of it when we 
consider the context. 
 
 
Flaming Eyes 
 
 The “flaming eyes” are a reference to a keen 
perception concerning judgment.  The idea is that there 
will be nothing hidden in this day.  The wisest man to

“ 

T 
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ever live, besides Christ Himself, conveyed the message 
in this way:  
 

“The conclusion, when all has been heard, is: fear God 
and keep His commandments, because this applies to 
every person.  For  God wi l l  br ing  ev ery  a c t  to  
judgment ,  ev e ry th ing  whi ch  i s  h idden ,  whe ther  
i t  i s  good  or  ev i l” 

 
Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 

 
 A few years ago, I discovered that my eyesight 
was going bad.  To appease this, I went to the eye 
doctor who said that I needed some corrective lenses in 
order to see right. The “flame” in my eyes had gone out, 
so to speak.  I ended up buying a pair of glasses and 
eventually some contacts.  I must wear these lenses in 
order to see clearly, otherwise everything is blurry.   

Because Jesus has “flaming eyes,” He does not need 
corrective lenses, for His eyesight has always been 
good…really good!  Consider these verses:   
 

“The LORD said, ‘I  have  sure ly  s e en  the affliction of 
My people who are in Egypt, and have given heed to their cry 
because of their taskmasters, for I am aware of their 
sufferings.’” 
 

Exodus 3:7 
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“The LORD said to Moses, ‘I  have  s e en  this people, and 
behold, they are an obstinate people.’” 
 

Exodus 32:9 
 

“Go and say to Hezekiah, 'Thus says the LORD, the God 
of your father David, I have heard your prayer, I  have  s e en  
your tears; behold, I will add fifteen years to your life.’” 
 

Isaiah 38:5 
 

"Has this house, which is called by My name, become a den 
of robbers in your sight? Behold, I ,  ev en  I ,  have  s e en  i t ," 
declares the LORD.” 
 

Jeremiah 7:11 
 

"As for your adulteries and your lustful neighings, 
         The lewdness of your prostitution 
         On the hills in the field, 
         I  have  s e en  your abominations  
         Woe to you, O Jerusalem! 
         How long will you remain unclean?" 
 

Jeremiah 13:27 
 

"So when you give to the poor, do not sound a trumpet before 
you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, 
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so that they may be honored by men. Truly I say to you, they 
have their reward in full.  But when you give to the poor, do 
not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so 
that your giving will be in secret; and your  Father  who 
s e e s  what is done in secret will reward you.” 
 

Matthew 6:2-4 
 
 
Many Diadems 
 

Now that we understand the flaming eyes, let’s 
consider the crown.   

The second description about the Rider in verse 
12 is that on His head are “many diadems.”  In Greek, 
the word used here is diadema, which is a King’s crown.  
This is important because John didn’t use stephanos, 
which is a victor’s crown.  This is not to say that Christ 
is not victorious, only that His diadem crown 
encompasses both victory and royalty!   

A diadema is a type of crown used as a symbol of 
the highest ruling authority in a given area, and is thus 
often associated with kingship.8 Like the proud white 
horse as opposed to the humble donkey, this diadem 
crown is a far cry from the crown of thorns placed on 
Jesus’ head during His suffering at the Roman 
Praetorium (Matthew 27:27:32; Mark 15:16-20).  In one 
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instance, Jesus is mocked and humiliated as an alleged 
phony King, in the other, He is validated as the true King! 
 
 
The Sweetest Unknown Name 
 

I believe that these two descriptions—a keen 
eyesight and a head of diadems—provide us with a 
good idea as to what this unknown name is.  Surely, this 
name of Christ has to do with His forthcoming reign on 
the earth, and it appears that He is issuing in a new 
language of sorts for His new Kingdom as well. 

I am reminded of Paul in 2 Corinthians 12:4 
describing a miraculous vision that he experienced most 
likely prior to the start of his missionary journeys in 
Acts 13.  The text reads,  

 
“Boasting is necessary, though it is not profitable; but I 
will go on to visions and revelations of the Lord.  I know 
a man in Christ who fourteen years ago--whether in the 
body I do not know, or out of the body I do not 
know, God knows--such a man was caught up to 
the third heaven.  And I know how such a man--
whether in the body or apart from the body I do not 
know, God knows--was caught up into Paradise and 
heard inexpres s ib l e  words , which a man is not 
permitted to speak.”   
 



THE UNKNOWN NAME 

28 

Paul here was talking about himself and of a 
vision he had of the “third heaven,” which is the current 
abode of God.  (The first heaven is the earth’s 
atmosphere and the second heaven is the interplanetary 
and interstellar space.)  Paul says that when he 
experienced this vision, he “heard inexpressible words.”  
One can speculate that these “inexpressible words” are 
of the same heavenly language found here in Revelation 
19:12.  Either way, the sure message of this unknown 
name is that it is higher, it is greater, and it is better than 
anything this world experiences in its current age. 

W.A. Criswell called this name the 
“incommunicable, unpronounceable, and an 
unknowable name of God.”9 Though incommunicable, 
however, it communicates glory. Though 
unpronounceable, it pronounces judgment. Though 
unknowable, we can know that it is lofty. 

In a sense, this is the knowable unknown name 
of Jesus! 

In Acts 17, Paul stood in the midst of altars that 
had been erected to pagan gods at Mars Hill, and he 
said,  

 
“Men of Athens, I observe that you are very religious in 
all respects.  For while I was passing through and 
examining the objects of your worship, I also found an 
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altar with this inscription, ‘TO AN UNKNOWN 
GOD.’ Therefore what you worship in ignorance, this I 
proclaim to you.” 

 
Acts 17:22-23  

 
Today, we may not know the content of this name, but 
we know the context, and it is powerful! 
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CHAPTER 3 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His 
name is called The Word of God.  And the armies 
which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and 

clean, were following Him on white horses.  From His mouth 
comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the 
nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He 
treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty.” 
 

Revelation 19:13-15 
 
 
 

wo names down, two to go. We have seen Jesus 
as Faithful and True and with “a name written 
on Him which no one knows except Himself,” 

now we see a more familiar name—The Word of God.  
This name is found in verse 13, but the context 
stretches to verse 15.  
 We are presented with a new crop of images in 
these three verses.  Thus far we have seen the opening 
of heaven, a white horse and its Rider, flaming eyes, and 
a head of diadems.  Now, we are presented with a robe 
dipped in blood, a sharp sword coming out of Jesus’ 
mouth, a rod of iron, a wine press and an army.   

“ 

T 
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A Robe, a Rod, and a Wine Press…oh my!  
 

First, consider the blood dipped robe.  This is a 
reference to the fact that Jesus has fought a battle and—
according to all of the other descriptions already seen—
we know that He has won.  (It’s not really the “battle” 
of Armageddon as much as it is the “gathering” at 
Armageddon.)   

Second, consider the rod of iron.  Psalm 2 is the 
“Psalm of the Millennium” and verse 9 says, “You shall 
break them with a rod of iron, You shall shatter them like 
earthenware.”  Simply put, this rod of iron is a reference 
to the reign of Christ and of His absolute, unyielding 
government.  Every person will be required to conform 
to His statutes.   

Third, consider the wine press.  This is a 
reference to judgment.  “The figure of ‘treading the 
winepress’ was a common metaphor in an agricultural 
society where grapes were put in a press or vat and a 
person trampled the grapes with his or her feet and the 
red grape juice flowed out.”10  

If you are an I Love Lucy fan, then you might 
remember the episode where Lucy finds herself at a 
wine factory and gets stuck stomping on grapes in a vat.  
She is comically forced to do this in order to produce 
grape juice. As the scene unfolds, Lucy must continually 
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crush the grapes under her feet.  This is the idea here—
that the Lord is going to trample and stomp on the 
enemy, except it won’t be comical. 

It is a sobering picture of judgment, the kind of 
judgment that says that it is too late to expect mercy.  
This much is seen in Isaiah 63:3 which says,  

 
“I have trodden the wine trough alone, and from the 
peoples there was no man with Me.  I also trod them in 
My anger and trampled them in My wrath; And their 
lifeblood is sprinkled on My garments, and I stained all 
My raiment.”  

 
 
A Sharp Sword 

 
Consider now the sharp sword coming out of 

Christ’s mouth.  The word used here in Greek 
represents a long javelin-like sword.  The picture here is 
that Jesus wins the battle not by force, but by His Word.  
Three things are seen here.   

First, this isn’t the first time that a sword has 
been associated with the Word of God.  The author of 
Hebrews wrote in 4:12-13, 

 
“The word o f  God is living and active and sharper 
than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the 
division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, 
and able to the thoughts and intentions of the heart.   



THE WORD OF GOD 

34 
 

And there is no creature hidden from his sight, but all 
things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with 
whom we have to do.” 
 
Second, since the idea here is that Christ wins 

the battle with His Word, His army in verse 14 isn’t here 
to necessarily fight with Him.  This explains the mystery 
as to why they are wearing white.  When it comes to war 
and battle—especially the battle of Armageddon—one 
would think that a full set of armor, or a shield, or at 
least a set of “camos” would be appropriate, but instead, 
the army is wearing “white fine linen.”  This is because 
the army doesn’t need to fight in this battle because the 
battle has already been won!  Moreover, let me let you in 
on a little secret…this army isn’t “them” or “they,” this 
army is “you!”  Remember Revelation 19:8?  The verse 
describes the bride of Christ as receiving clothes of 
“fine linen, bright and clean.”  The bride has “made 
herself ready,” the saints have been “invited,” and the 
angelic hosts have been prepared for the feast and here 
we all come with Jesus riding on white horses as He 
wins the battle of all battles with a single Word!   

On this day, that ol’ song that we learned as a 
child will certainly ring true: I may never march in the 
infantry, ride in the cavalry, shoot the artillery.  I may never zoom 
o’er the enemy, but I’m in the Lord’s Army, yes sir! 
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The Sweet Name, the Word of God 
 

Third, this sword coming out of Christ’s mouth 
is a great segue to our third name—The Word of God.  
This name is seen in great depth in the opening chapter 
to John’s Gospel:  

 
“In the beginning was the Word , and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the 
beginning with God.  All things came into being through 
Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that 
has come into being” 

 
John 1:1-3  

 
John 1:14-15 says,  
 

“And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and 
we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the 
Father, full of grace and truth.  John testified about Him 
and cried out, saying, ‘This was He of whom I said, ‘He 
who comes after me has a higher rank than I, for He 
existed before me.’’” 
 
While the unknown name may be Jesus’ 

incommunicable, unpronounceable, and unknowable 
name, this name—The Word of God—seems to be His 
communicable, pronounceable, and knowable name.   
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It is the name that represents that God created 
the world by His Word,  

 
“By faith we understand that the worlds were created by 
the word  o f  God, so that what is seen was not made 
out of things which are visible.” 

 
Hebrews 11:3 

 
Paul encouraged this knowable name in Romans,  
 

“For since the creation of the world His invisible 
attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have 
been clearly seen, be ing  unders tood  through what  
has  been  made ,  so that they are without excuse.”   

 
Romans 1:20 

 
It moreover is the name that encompasses such events 
in the life of Jesus as calming the storm by His Word, 

 
“He said to them, ‘Why are you afraid, you men of little 
faith?’ Then He got up and rebuked the winds and the 
sea, and it became perfectly calm.” 

 
Matthew 8:26 
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Furthermore, healing a paralytic by His Word, 
 

“But so that you may know that the son of Man has 
authority on earth to forgive sins”—then He said to the 
paralytic, “Get up, pick up your bed and go home.” 

 
Matthew 9:6 

 
 And imparting forgiveness of sins by His Word,  
  

“Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to 
say, ‘Get up, and walk’?   

 
Matthew 9:5 

 
It is the name that also caused,  

 
“the blind to receive sight and the lame [to] walk, 
[caused] the lepers [to be] cleansed and [the] deaf [to] 
hear, the dead [to be] raised up, and the poor [to] have 
the Gospel preached to them” (Matthew 11:5).   
 
This is what is meant by the name “The Word 

of God!”  Jesus is the “image of the invisible God” 
(Colossians 1:15), the “exact representation of the 
Father” (Hebrews 1:3), the “exalted One of God,” and 
the “name above every name at which every knee will 
bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord!” (Philippians 2:9-11). 
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May this name—the Word of God—wax our 
bones and perform spiritual surgery on our hearts as we 
recognize that Jesus is the Word of God made flesh. 
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CHAPTER 4 
 

KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS 
 

And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name 
written, “KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF 
LORDS.” 
 

          Revelation 19:16  
 
 
 

aithful and True, an unknown name, and the 
Word of God are three of the sweetest names 
that I know, but John gives us one final name 

that is extra sweet—“KING OF KINGS AND LORD 
OF LORDS.”   

This is a name that—in the moment of the 
second coming—is fully realized. 
 
 
A Culmination 
 
 All of the imagery leading up to this verse 
describes the fact that this Rider will be a King who has 
unequivocal authority.  The flaming eyes represent the 
ability to keenly perceive judgment. The diadem crown 
is a King’s crown.  The robe dipped in blood signifies a 
victorious battle against the enemy.  The army dressed 
in white fine linen furthermore conveys this victory.  

“ 

F 
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The sharp javelin-like sword expresses an authoritative 
power in what is said.  The rod of iron, perhaps the 
most obvious of all the kingship symbols, symbolizes 
dominion.  The wine press expresses the ability to 
righteously judge.   

All of these descriptions culminate when John 
sees a name on this Rider’s robe and thigh that reads, 
“KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.” 

 
 
The Sweet Name, King of Kings and Lord of Lords 
 
 About two-thousand years ago, three magi 
began a journey to find themselves a newborn king.  
About thirty years or so after that, when this baby was a 
man, He would be accused of heresy and sentenced to 
death on a cross.  To mock this man’s claim, a sign was 
nailed above Him that read, “King of the Jews.”  In 
Revelation 19—an innumerable amount of years later—
this same man comes back to the earth and John says 
that “on His robe and on His thigh He has a name 
written, ‘KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF 
LORDS.’”   

Whether in a manger, on a cross, or in the 
clouds, this man—Jesus Christ—is a King!  Zechariah 
said it best in his book of prophecy in 14:9; “And the 
Lord will be king over all the earth; in that day the Lord will be 
the only one, and His name the only one.” 
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Realizing Kingship 
 

 There is a lot of discussion today about the 
kingship of Jesus Christ.  Some say that He isn’t a King, 
and that He never will be a King.  Some say that His 
kingship is fully realized in this current age, and that we 
are living in the kingdom of God—the millennium—
right now.  Others understand Jesus’ role of King as 
being fully realized in the second coming.  This 
particular view is expressed well in the life of David who 
was anointed as the King of Israel in 1 Samuel 16, but 
didn’t realize that role fully until 2 Samuel 5.  This is to 
say that Jesus is the anointed King who is coming to 
reign. 

There is no question as to whether or not Jesus 
is coming back as the King of kings and Lord of lords.  
In the meantime, however, it is more appropriate to 
suggest that Jesus is fulfilling a priestly role.  The author 
of Hebrews calls Jesus “the great High Priest over the house of 
God” (Hebrews 10:21). A High Priest was one who 
sacrificed on Israel’s behalf.  This is what Jesus has done 
for us by His work on the cross and in His victory over 
death. He was the “foreordained Lamb” (1 Peter 1:19-
20).  This sacrifice is being extended to the world in this 
age of grace in which we live.   

It is also important to note that while Jesus was 
on the earth, He fulfilled the role of a prophet.  In this 
sense, Jesus came as a prophet, is now serving as a 
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priest, and is coming back to reign as King.  When He 
does come back, the literal 1,000 year millennium 
begins, and for the first time since the Garden of Eden, 
heaven will be present on earth.   

This is why, on this glorious future event, John 
envisioned Jesus having this name written on His robe 
and on His thigh, “KING OF KINGS AND LORD 
OF LORDS.”  His time as a priest will come to an end, 
and His anointing will be realized as He reigns as King! 

 
“He who sits in the heavens laughs, the Lord scoffs at 
them.  Then He will speak to them in His anger and 
terrify them in His fury, saying, But as for Me, I have 
installed My King upon Zion, My holy mountain.” 

 
Psalm 2:4-6 
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CHAPTER 5 
 

AN INVITATION 
 

Now therefore, O kings, show discernment; Take 
warning, O judges of the earth.  Worship the Lord 
with reverence and rejoice with trembling.  Do homage 

to the Son, that He not become angry, and you perish in the 
way, for His wrath may soon be kindled.  How blessed are all 
who take refuge in Him!” 
 

Psalm 2:10-12 
 
 

 
hen this moment occurs—when Jesus 
returns back to earth—make no mistake 
about it: He will issue in the millennium, that 

1,000 year kingdom where He will reign as King.  
Hundreds of years ago, Psalm 2 prophetically spoke of 
this event and it gave two insistent responses—man will 
either “perish in the way” or “take refuge in Him.” 
 When I was growing up, during stormy weather, 
my mother always took us next door to my 
grandmother’s house because it was a better refuge than 
ours.  We lived right next to the City Hall—the source 
for the tornado siren warning—and when a tornado was 
spotted we could hear that siren loud and clear.  For me, 

“ 

W 
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it was a sign to run for refuge, and believe me, I would 
run! I knew that if I stayed, there was a chance that I 
could perish in the way. 

As you consider the message of Revelation 19—
and the forthcoming judgment of all people—my 
question to you is this: Will you perish in the way or will 
you take refuge in Him? 

Today, know that you can take refuge in Jesus, 
the One who has the sweetest names I know: 

 
There is a Name I love to hear, I love to sing its worth; 
it sounds like music in my ear, the sweetest Name on 
earth.  It tells me of a Savior’s love, who died to set me 
free; it tells me of His precious blood, the sinner’s perfect 
plea.  It tells of One whose loving heart can feel my 
deepest woe; Who in each sorrow bears a part that none 
can bear below.  It bids my trembling heart rejoice.  It 
dries each rising tear.  It tells me, in a ‘still small voice,’ 
to trust and never fear.  Jesus, the Name I love so well, 
the Name I love to hear; no saint on earth its worth can 
tell, no heart conceive how dear.  And there with all the 
blood-bought throng, from sin and sorrow free, I’ll sing 
the new eternal song, of Jesus’ love for me.  O how I love 
Jesus, O how I love Jesus, O how I love Jesus, because 
He first loved me.11 

 
This is certainly a name—and more specifically, the 
names—that I love to hear! 
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A Plea 
 

Revelation 19 contains one of the greatest 
hopes for the Christian, but for those who are without 
Christ, it poses the greatest fear.  Once this day comes, 
the language of judgment suggests that it will be too late 
to change your mind.  As Paul has written, “every knee 
will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus is 
Lord.”  Why not make that decision today?  Why not 
make a decision to become part of that great army 
dressed in fine white linen, riding on a white horse living 
in the reign of the Faithful and True, name above all 
names, King and Lord, The Word of God, Jesus Christ! 
 When you do this, you will become part of that 
great chorus faithfully praying along with John in that 
two-thousand year old prayer, “Come Lord Jesus, come. 
Amen.” 
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